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The Gothenburg Housing Authority has implemented the following pet policy.

1. All animals must be registered with the property prior to coming onto the premises.  Each animal can have only one designation.  Once an animal has been designated to be either a “pet” or an “assistive animal” the tenant may not change its designation. 
The following documents must be kept in the Resident(s) file:

a) A current certification of inoculation for rabies, parvo virus, distemper, and leukemia as appropriate for the breed signed by a State or local authority or licensed Veterinarian.

b) A certificate of compliance with all State and/or local licensing or permit requirements for the animal as required by the City of Gothenburg.

c) The name, address and phone number of one or more responsible parties who will care for the animal if the owner(s) dies, is/are incapacitated, or is/are otherwise unable to care for the animal.

2.  LIMITATIONS: Animals are limited to common household pets which are defined as: a domesticated animal such as a cat, dog, small bird, turtle or fish in an aquarium that is traditionally kept in the home for pleasure rather than for commercial purposes. These definitions do not include any wild animal, bird, fish, reptile (except turtles), or rodent. 
a) Each household is limited to ONE pet at a time.  A family may choose to have one (1) dog; one (1) cat; two (2) caged birds; two (2) turtles or an aquarium (fish only) not to exceed 20 gallon capacity.
b) Birds must be kept in a cage.

c) Birds of Prey are not permitted.

1. Ownership of dogs is restricted to the following:

a. The animal’s adult weight shall not exceed 30 pounds
b. The animal’s adult height shall not exceed 16 inches measured at the shoulders approximately 2” behind the collar.

c. Such limitations do not apply to a Seeing Eye or other specially trained dog used to assist a handicapped or disabled resident.

d. If the height or weight of an animal cannot be obtained for any reason the GHA will use the standards established by the American Kennel Club of the breed at maturity.

e. No pet owner shall keep a vicious or intimidating pet on the premises as determined by the Gothenburg Housing Authority staff, i.e. Pit Bull, Rottweiler or mixed breed Pit Bull or Rottweiler dogs, Chow, Stafford Shire Bull Terrier or any other breed known by reputation as being aggressive or intimidating shall be allowed on Gothenburg Housing Authority property.  

2. No pet owner shall keep a pet in violation of State or local health or humane laws or ordinances.  Any failure to these pet ownership rules to contain other applicable State or local laws or ordinances does not relieve the pet owner of the responsibility for complying with such requirements.

3. The pet owner shall house the pet inside the pet owner’s dwelling unit. Unattended animals will not be allowed outside the unit at any time.  The pet owner shall keep a cat or a dog on a leash and shall control the animal when it is taken out of the dwelling unit for any purpose.  The owner of a bird shall confine the bird to a cage at all times.  No pet owner shall allow his/her pet to be tied, unleashed or loose outside the pet owner’s dwelling unit at any time.

4. No resident shall keep, raise, train, breed, or maintain any pet of any kind at any location, either inside or outside the dwelling unit, for any commercial purpose.

5. No pet owner shall permit his/her pet to disturb, interfere or diminish the peaceful enjoyment of the pet owner’s neighbors or other residents.  The terms “disturb, interfere or diminish” shall include but not be limited to barking, howling, whining, biting, scratching, chirping, jumping up on and other activities of a disturbing nature.  Should an animal become a nuisance, or is being abused or a threat to the health or safety to other persons, management may require the animal to be removed from the premises.  Failure of the pet owner to comply with the removal notice shall entitle the Authority to such removal to be made by Law Enforcement officials, at the cost of the pet owner.
6. The owner of a cat shall feed the animal at least once per day; provide a litter box inside the dwelling unit; clean the litter box at least every two (2) days; and take the animal to a veterinarian at least once per year.  The pet owner shall not permit refuse from the litter box to accumulate or to become unsanitary or unsightly, and shall dispose of such droppings by sealing them in a sack and depositing them in a dumpster outside the building where the pet owner lives. 
7. The owner of a dog shall feed the animal at least once per day; take the animal outside at least twice per day; remove the animal’s droppings at least once per day; and take the animal to a veterinarian at least once per year.  The pet owner shall not permit dog droppings to accumulate either inside or outside the dwelling unit or to become unsanitary or unsightly, and shall dispose of such droppings by placing them in a sealed sack in a dumpster outside the building where the pet owner lives. Should an owner(s) fail to clean up after their animal, Management may charge a fee of $5 per occurrence to the Owner(s) for animal clean-up performed by staff.  This in no way relieves the Owner(s) from the responsibility to clean-up after their animal.

8. The pet owner shall keep the pet clean and take the precautions and measures necessary to eliminate pet odors within and around the dwelling unit, and shall maintain the dwelling unit in a sanitary condition at all times, as determined by the Authority.

9. No pet owner shall alter the dwelling unit or the surrounding premises to create a space, hole, container or enclosure for any pet.
10. Animals found unattended in excess of the 24 hour period will be removed from the premises to either the documented alternative guardian listed in the animal’s registration or, at the Pet Owner(s) expense, a local boarding facility if the alternative guardian cannot assume immediate responsibility for the animal.  The GHA shall have the right to dispose of the abandoned pets, after reasonable efforts have been made to find the owner or the designated alternative pet custodian.
11. Each pet owner shall pay a NON-REFUNDABLE pet deposit of $200.  This is in addition to any other financial obligation generally imposed on residents.  Tenants who wish to have friends, family, or others pets in their units are required to pay the NON-REFUNDABLE pet deposits of $200.  No exceptions.

12. All residents, including the elderly, handicapped and disabled, are prohibited from feeding, housing, or caring for stray animals or birds.  Such action shall constitute having a pet without permission of the Authority.  Residents may request written permission from the Housing Authority to put up bird or squirrel feeders.  The Authority may revoke such permission at any time if said feeders become a nuisance or inconvenience.

13. Each pet owner shall identify an alternate custodian for his/her pet.  If the pet owner is ill or absent from the dwelling unit and unable to care for his/her pet, the alternate custodian shall assume responsibility for the care and keeping of the pet, including, if necessary, the removal of the pet from the premises.

14. All cats and dogs will be required to be spayed or neutered.  The pet owner shall supply proof that this procedure has been performed. (i.e. veterinary bill) Should any pet housed in Authority’s facilities give birth, the resident shall remove from the premises all of said pets except one within four (4) weeks.

15. If a resident, including a pet owner, breaches any of the rules set forth above, the Authority may revoke the pet permit and/or evict the resident pet owner.

16. All tenants possessing a pet will be responsible for any cost incurred by the Gothenburg Housing Authority due to an infestation in a unit created by a pet.  The Gothenburg Housing Authority will make arrangements to have the infestation treated and determine the type of treatment to be used as they deem necessary.  Tenants will be billed for all cost including multiple treatments of the unit if necessary.  Should an infestation occur in a unit more than twice, the tenant will be notified the pet will have to be permanently removed from the unit and their pet privileges revoked.  Any damage, at any time, caused by any pet, shall be immediately reported to the GHA office.  Such damage shall be repaired by the Authority and the cost of such repair will be charged to the account of the Tenant/Pet owner and collection of the amount made in accordance to the terms of the dwelling lease.  
17. Management is given permission to enter the Owner’s unit for the purposes of inspection if a signed written complaint is received by management or if management feels the conduct or condition of the animal or Owner(s) warrants same.  Inspections will be made during reasonable hours after proper notice has been given to Owner(s).  In an emergency situation, entry can be made immediately, with notice to be given to Owner(s) after such entry, stating the reasons for such entry.
18. If management determines that a Owner(s) has violated the rules, a written notice will be issued to the Owner(s).  The notice will provide the Owner(s) with fourteen (14) days to correct the violation or request a meeting with management to discuss the alleged Pet Rules violation.  Failure to comply with the notice will result is initiation of procedures to remove the animal or terminate the Owner(s) residency.  Two or more violations of these pet/assistive animal rules and failure to comply with these rules may/will result in efforts by management to terminate the Household’s tenancy.
19. The Housing Authority of the City of Gothenburg will not be responsible or liable for any injuries to other tenants, visitors, or other persons, caused by owner’s pet.  Neither will the Housing Authority be liable for any damage caused to the property of any other tenant, visitor or other person caused by owner’s pet.
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