DISASTER PLAN

Gothenburg Housing Authority
Gothenburg, Nebraska


Purpose:  To provide basic guidance and information to staff and residents for safety measures to assist trained and professional responders with evacuation and procedures when disasters may arise.
GOTHENBURG HOUSING AUTHORITY
 DISASTER PLAN
· Home Fire.  Use water or a fire extinguisher to put out small fires.  Do not try to put out a fire that is getting out of control.  If fire is getting out of control. Call 911 and pull the fire alarm or start letting other residents know to evacuate the building.  All residents should try to keep an account of other residents in the building.  This will make it easier for the Fire Department to find residents still in the building.

· Never use water on an electrical or grease fire.  The fire extinguishers at Hillcrest and Scattered Sites and Crestview are approved for all types of fires.  An easy way to remember how to use a fire extinguisher is to remember the word P.A.S.S.




P-Pull pin




A-Aim at base of fire




S-Squeeze fire extinguisher handle




S-Sweep the base of a fire
· Fire extinguishers at Hillcrest are located in the hall way leading to each of the garbage rooms and also in the hall on East side of the laundry room.

· Fire extinguishers at Scattered Sites are located in each of the garbage rooms in the center of each row of buildings.  There are also extinguishers located in the laundry room and hall way leading to the community room in the main office building.
· Fire extinguishers at Crestview are located in the hallways.  There is an extinguisher at each of the entry doors going into the building.
· Evacuate premises immediately upon sight of any smoke, fire or sound of fire alarm.
· Evacuation should be done in an orderly and calm manner.  Take the safest route to your designated meeting place.  If Fire Department is on the scene, they will have trucks and water hoses laid out, so you may have to take an alternative route to the meeting place.  Do not attempt to cross any water hoses.  The water hoses may cause you to trip.  If you are unable to go around the hoses, ask someone to assist you thru the scene.
· Before leaving your apartment when evacuating, feel your entry door (if it is hot, do not open your door), seal the bottom of the door with a towel or rug to prevent smoke from getting into the unit, and evacuate thru your window.  If you are unable to physically escape thru the window, remain by window and wait for assistance from the Fire Department.

· Residents living at Hillcrest should evacuate thru the nearest exit.  If the entry is blocked by fire or smoke, go to the next nearest exit.  
· Hillcrest residents should all meet at the Haymaker Haven 
· Community room (Hospital Emergency Entrance)??.  Staff will start the **accountability process. Remember when leaving your apartment, leave door unlocked and shut off all exhaust fans.  This allows the Fire Department to check unit faster and assist with the evacuation.
· Residents living at Scattered Sites should evacuate their  unit  thru their front door if possible.  Residents should evacuate to Hillcrest Community room.  Staff will then start the  **accountability process. If the fire is reported in your row of apartments, try to account for your neighbors, but do not assist them.  When evacuating your apartment, leave the door unlocked and shut off all exhaust fans.  This allows the Fire Department to check units faster and assist with evacuation.
· Residents living at Crestview should evacuate the building thru the nearest exit door.  Residents should all meet at the Hillcrest  Community Room.  Staff will then start the **accountability process.  If an exit is blocked by fire or smoke, evacuate thru the next nearest exit door.  Exit doors are located on each end of the hallways, and the main entry.  When evacuating, leave apartment unlocked and shut off all exhaust fans.  This allows the Fire Department to check units faster and assist with evacuation.

· Severe Thunderstorms and Tornadoes.  Tornadoes are nature’s most violent Storms and are spawned from thunderstorms.  Monitor your local channels on T.V.  (Channels 2-North Platte or Channel 13-Kearney) or tune in your radio to 880 (KRVN AM) or 93.1 FM (The River) whenever thunderstorms or tornadoes are forecast for our area and be alert for approaching storms.  The terms used to describe thunderstorm and tornado threats are:

· Tornado Watch.  Means tornadoes are possible.  You should make sure you monitor your television or radio broadcasts for the latest information.
· Tornado Warning.  Means a tornado has been sighted.  The City of Gothenburg has a warning system.  If you hear a 3-5 minute continuous wail of the warning system, a tornado has been sighted in our area and you need to take shelter immediately.  Immediately go to an interior room (bathroom or closet) of your apartment.  You should take a battery operated radio to monitor the broadcast for the latest information.  If you have a phone with you, do not call 911 unless it is an extreme emergency.  Items you should have ready and take with you are:

· A blanket or pillow to cover up with 

· A battery operated radio

· A cellular or cordless phone

· A flashlight

· Bottled water

· Medications

· Severe Thunderstorm watch.  Means a severe thunderstorm is possible.  Monitor your television or radio broadcast for the latest information.

· Severe Thunderstorm Warning.  Means that a severe thunderstorm is developing.  Because a severe thunderstorm can spawn a tornado without warning, you should take shelter immediately in your shower.  Stay there until the danger has passed.  Don’t use your phone except for emergencies.  Stay away from doors and windows.  You should take a battery operated radio with you to your shelter to stay in tune with the broadcast latest information. 

· Winter Storms.  Heavy snowfall and extreme cold can immobilize an entire region.  Listen to your television or radio for weather reports and emergency information.  If a winter storm is forecast, gather emergency supplies and prepare for possible isolation in your apartment.  You should not attempt to drive in the storm if any way possible.  Travel could be very hazardous.  Terms used by forecasters are:

· Freezing Rain.  Rain that freezes when it hits the ground, creating a coating of ice on roads and walkway.  Travel is not advisable.

· Sleet.  Rain that turns to ice pellets before reaching the ground.  Sleet also causes roads to freeze and become slippery.
· Winter Weather Advisory.  Cold, ice and snow is expected 

· Winter Storm Watch.  Severe winter weather such as heavy snow or ice is possible within the next day or two.

· Winter Storm Warning.  Severe winter conditions have begun or are about to begin.

· Blizzard Warning.  Heavy snow and strong winds will produce a blinding snow, near zero visibility, deep drifts and life threatening wind chills.  Travel is not advisable.

· Frost/Freeze Warning.  Below freezing temperatures are expected

· Hazardous Material Accident.  With a major highway and railroad in our community, a hazardous material spill could happen at any time.  Stay tuned into your television or radio for information and instructions related to a hazardous material accident.  Be prepared to evacuate or take shelter in place if directed to.

· If directed to take shelter in place, the staff will be sealing off the community rooms first.  You should, if directed to, go to the community room in your facility.  The staff will be sealing the entire area.  If time permitting, staff will start sealing off the entire building.  Before leaving your apartment, you should shut all windows and doors and make sure air conditioner; heater and vents are shut off to prevent any air getting into apartment.  You will remain in shelter in place until otherwise directed.  
· If directed to evacuate, follow evacuation instructions as given on the radio or as given by emergency workers.

· Earthquakes.  Although earthquakes are rare in Nebraska, they do happen and a damaging earthquake is possible.  In an earthquake, keep calm and stay where you are (most injuries occur when people are hit by falling objects when entering or exiting a building).  Take cover under a sturdy desk, table or bench, or an inside wall or in a doorway.  Stay away from glass windows, outside doors, walls, or anything that could fall, such as light fixtures or furniture.  Be prepared for aftershocks after an earthquake.  Do not use the telephone except for extreme emergencies.

· Floods.  Be aware of flood hazards in our area, especially living in a low-lying area, near a river, and downstream of two major dams.  Be prepared to evacuate to high grounds.  Tune in to your local television or radio station or weather radio for flooding information instructions.  Know the terms used to describe flooding:

· Flood watch.  Flooding is possible
· Flash Flood Watch.  Flash flooding is possible

· Flood warning.  Flooding is occurring or will occur soon.  Seek higher ground immediately if you are in the affected area.

· Urban and Small Stream Advisory.  Flooding of small streams, streets, and low-lying areas is occurring.

· Kingsley Dam.  Kingsley Dam is located at Ogallala.  If the dam would happen to fail, Cozad would have approximately 17 hours to evacuate the entire city.

· Jeffery Dam.  Jeffery Dam is located southwest of Brady.  If the dam would happen to fail, Gothenburg would have approximately 4 hours to evacuate.

· National Security Incident, Including Terrorism.  Americans face threats posed by other governments or extremist groups, including terrorism and acts of war.  In all cases, you need to rely on police, fire, and other government officials for guidance on how to respond.  Devastating acts such as the September 11, 2001 terrorist attack have left many concerned about the possibility of future incidents in the United States and their potential impact.  Taking preparatory actions now can reassure you that you can exert a measure of control even in the face of such events.  Tune in to your local radio or television station for emergency information and instructions if a national security incident occurs.

· What to do at the home with suspicious letters or packages
· Do not open a letter or package that is suspicious.

· Suspicious letter characteristics include; lack of return address; the return address is known to be false;  the return address and postmark do not match;  the return address is international;  the item is improperly addressed;  the letter is marked with restrictive endorsements such as “Personal” or “Confidential”, or the letter has excessive postage.
· Suspicious package characteristics include:  protruding wires; lopsided or uneven; strange odor; oily stains;  discoloration, or crystallization on wrapper, and excessive tape or string.

· Handle with care.  Do not shake or bump.

· Leave the room and keep others away

· Call 911
· Responding police and fire officials will provide you with further instructions or assistance.

· What to do if a letter or package has already been opened and powder spills out.

· Do not clean it up.  Refrain from touching your face.

· Cover the spilled material as well as the letter or package.

· Close all windows.  Turn off anything that could create air movement in the room.

· Leave the room and keep others away.

· Immediately wash hands with soap and water.

· Remove heavily contaminated clothing and place in a plastic bag (leave bag open so the clothing can be inspected by the police and Fire Department).  Avoid removing any clothing that must be pulled over your head and wait for response personnel to provide assistance.

· Ensure that all persons who have handled the letter or package wash their hands.

· As soon as possible shower with soap and water.

· Do not go to the clinic or emergency room unless you have illness serious enough that it would prompt such a visit under usual circumstances.

· Responding police and fire officers will provide you with further instructions or assistance, as appropriate.

· Other Emergency Incidents or Disaster.  Listen to your local radio or television for emergency information and instructions from government officials or Housing Authority Personnel when applicable.
**Accountability:  It is the responsibility of each resident to inform the Gothenburg Housing Authority Staff of extended absences from the unit or guests visiting at the unit.  This documented information in conjunction with current Tenant Listings will be used to account for persons when disaster hits.
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